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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. Due to automation difficulties, US Patent 1,306,363 cited on the IDS filed on January 30, 
2004 was not able to be reviewed by the Examiner. The Applicant is asked to submit another 
copy of the reference for the Examiner to review, however, the Applicant is asked to contact the 
Examiner for the best way to submit the reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Setina (US Patent 6,1 13,164). 

Regarding claim 1, Setina discloses a push bumper apparatus configured to be coupled to 
a vehicle including a bumper (30), a frame assembly (35) positioned in longitudinally spaced 
relation to the bumper, and a fascia positioned in longitudinally spaced relation in front of the 
and a fascia (Fig. 1) positioned in longitudinally spaced relation in front of the bumper (30), the 
push bumper apparatus comprising: at least one push member (16,18); a front clamping member 
(26) including a first clamping surface (26) configured to face a front surface of one of the 
bumper (30) and the frame assembly; a rear clamping member (28) including a second clamping 
surface (28) configured to face a rear surface of one of the bumper (30) and the frame assembly 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,485 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3612 

(Fig. 5); a fastener (bolts as seen in Fig. 5) connecting the front clamping member (26) and the 
rear clamping member (28) such that the one of the bumper (30) and the frame assembly is 
clamped between the first clamping surface (26) and the second clamping surface (28); and a 
support member (24) configured to secure one of the front clamping member (26) and the rear 
clamping member to the push member (16,18) without requiring new openings to be formed 
through any of the bumper (although Fig. 5 calls for a bolt 60 to go through the bumper member 
(30), the clamping member of Figs. 7, 8 and 10 do not require the bolt 60), the frame assembly, 
and the fascia. 

Regarding claims 2, 17 and 18, Setina discloses the push bumper apparatus of claim 1, 
wherein the at least one push member (16,18) comprises a first vertical push member (16), and a 
second vertical push member (18) positioned in laterally spaced relation to the first vertical push 
member (16), and wherein a connecting member (10) is coupled to and extends between the first 
and second vertical push members (16,18). 

Regarding claims 3 and 19, Setina discloses the push bumper apparatus of claim 2, 
wherein the connecting member (10) is a horizontal shelf configured to receive at least one 
accessory (70) thereon. 

Regarding claim 5, Setina discloses the push bumper apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
first and second vertical push members (16,18) are releasably coupled (column 3, lines 50-52) to 
the connecting member (10) such that the lateral spacing between the first and second vertical 
push members (16,18) may be varied by replacing the connecting member (10) with a second 
connecting member having a different width (although a second connecting member is not 
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disclosed, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it would have been obvious to use any 
connecting member of any length). 

Regarding claim 6, Setina discloses the push bumper apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 
front clamping member (26) includes top and bottom retaining portions (Figs. 5 and 6) 
configured to extend beyond top and bottom surfaces of one of the bumper (30, Fig. 5) and the 
frame assembly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U S C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 8, 10-15 and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Setina (US Patent 6, 1 13,164) in view of a Ford Crown Victoria. 

Regarding claim 8, Setina discloses the push bumper apparatus of claim 1 . Setina does 
disclose a gap between member 24 and member 26 which would accommodate an additional 
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bumper member. Regarding claims 10 and 22, A push bumper apparatus configured to be 
coupled to a frame assembly of a vehicle, the vehicle including a bumper positioned in 
longitudinally spaced relation to the frame assembly, and a fascia positioned in longitudinally 
spaced relation in front of the bumper, the push bumper apparatus comprising: a push member 
(16,18); a coupler (24,26) configured to be supported by the frame assembly; a lower support 
member (lower members of 24 and 26) configured to secure the coupler to the push member and 
extending vertically below the bumper from the coupler to the push member; and an upper 
support member (upper members of 24 and 26) configured to secure the coupler to the push 
member and extending vertically above the bumper from the coupler to the push member. 
Regarding claims 1 1-14, 23-25, Setina the features as discussed above in claims 1-3 and 5. 

Setina does not disclose that the frame assembly includes a laterally extending cross- 
frame member (claims 8 and 25 and implied in claims 10 and 22), wherein the first clamping 
surface of the front clamping member is configured to face a front surface of the cross-frame 
member, and the second clamping surface of the rear clamping member is configured to face a 
rear surface of the cross-frame member, such that the cross-frame member is clamped 
therebetween. 

The applicant's disclose that the invention of this application is used on a 2003 Ford 
Crown Victoria and that the vehicle includes a bumper, a frame assembly with a cross-frame 
member. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to place the clamping members around a cross-frame member of the frame assembly and to 
allow an additional bumper member to be placed between the cross-frame member and the fascia 
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as taught by a 2003 Ford Crown Victoria. The motivation would have been to make the push 
bumper very stable by connecting it to a member with more rigidity and stability. 

Regarding claim 15, Setina as modified discloses the push bumper apparatus of claim 10. 
Setina does not specifically disclose that the support member (24) is configured to pass through a 
pre-existing opening formed within the fascia. However, in Fig, 1, Setina discloses a fascia with 
a pre-existing aperture. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to pass the support member through pre-existing apertures in the fascia. The 
motivation would have been to allow the same vehicle to be used as an undercover police vehicle 
or to be sold after the police are finished with it without having to replace the fascia. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine a Ford Crown Victoria with Setina to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 8, 10-15 and 22-25 . 

7. Claims 4, 7 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Setina. 

Regarding claim 4, Setina discloses the push bumper apparatus of claim 3. Setina does 
not disclose that a speaker bracket extends downwardly from the shelf The Examiner takes 
Official Notice that placing speakers on a push bumper of a police car is well known in the art. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to place speakers on the shelf. The motivation would have been to have speakers for 
the police sirens mounted on the bumper so that the siren could be easily heard. 

Regarding claims 7 and 20, Setina discloses the push bumper apparatus of claims 1 and 
17. Setina does not specifically disclose that the support member (24) is configured to pass 
through a pre-existing opening formed within the fascia. However, in Fig. 1, Setina discloses a 
fascia with a pre-existing aperture. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time of the invention to pass the support member through pre-existing apertures in the 
fascia. The motivation would have been to allow the same vehicle to be used as an undercover 
police vehicle or to be sold after the police are finished with it without having to replace the 
fascia. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L Engle whose telephone number is (703) 306-5777. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, D. Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (703) 308-3 102. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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